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A series of exclusive conversations exploring the following 
'shifts in power' and their impact on leadership in the 21st Century



Guwahati is the gateway to Northeast India. Located between 
the banks of the Brahamaputra River and the Shillong Plateau, it 
is the largest commercial, industrial and educational center of 
the region and home to world class institutions such as the 
Indian Institute of Technology and Cotton College. 
Guwahati and its environs are rich in wildlife with several rare 
mammals such as Asian elephants, gaur, tiger and primates. The 
birdlife in and around the city is also rich and diverse.
Previosly known at Pragjyotishpura, according to Mahabharat it 
is said to be the capital of the mythological kings, Narakasura 
and Bhagadatta. The ancient shakti temple of Goddess 
Kamakhya in Nilachal hill, an important seat of Tantric and 
Vajrayana Buddhism; the  unique astrological temple 
Navagraha in Chitrachal Hill, and archaeological remains in 
Basista and other locations support the mythological assertions 
of the city's ancient past. 
The Ambari excavations trace the city to the 6th century AD. 
Descriptions by Xuanzang from  China, reveal that it was the 
principal base for a strong naval force with officers who were 
knowledgeable of the sea-routes from the Indian Ocean to 
China. The Moguls were driven back in their seventeen attempts 
to conquer the city.



‘‘External power changes. Its time to link 
with the Supreme Power to return to our 
satopradhan, pure state.’’

Santosh Didi
Zonal In-charge
Brahma Kumaris

‘‘Shakti, spiritual power, upholds dharma. 

This will bring prosperity back 
to the land of Bharat. ’’

HE Hon. Shri J. B. Patanaik
Governor of Assam

 "There is a non-compute between asking 
people to be good without a reward. To bring 
change, people need to think about the 
benefits of honesty and trust."

Anthony Phelips
Straregic Marketing Cosultant
Oxford, UK

 ‘‘We have to look forward to our original 

power which is soft power. We should lead by 

soft power as we did 2500 years ago.’’ 

Anupam Bardaloi
 Corporate General Manager

India Carbon

‘‘This is a great initiative with positive energy 

& positive thoughts. Together we can and 

will change the world and make it a better 

place to live.’’

Ashok Anand Singhal
Vice Chairman,
Hills Cement Company

‘‘I would encourage people of India never 

to leave their family values especially the 
care & love for senior citizens’’

Betty Steinhauer 
Chairperson, People Bridge 

Charitable Foundation, Canada

‘‘I had not given much importance to this 

concept because I have had diplomatic and 

political power. Inner power concerns 

everyone so it is very important.’’

Binanda Kumar Gogoi 
Former Diplomat,
Indian Foreign Service

‘‘We need a change of heart or nothing is 

going to happen. Only soft power can 
change the world.  Only our virtues of love, 

forgiveness and determination can better 
the society.’’

Biswadip Barooah
CEO,

IITG-Technology Incubation Centre

Guwahati FOP participants and feedback 



‘‘I learnt many things from today’s session 

mainly about spiritual power and also about 

our consciousness.’’

Chinmayee Bhuyan Bardoloi 
Lawyer, Supreme Court. 

‘‘We cannot change the future but we can 

change habits which will change our future. 

This programme motivates us to change 

habits. Rather than being for enlightened 

leaders, it actually enlightens leaders!’’

D. P. Bajaj
President,

Assam Pharmaceutical Association

‘‘’’

Debasish Mitra
Member, Regional Direct Taxes 
Advisory Committee, Govt. of India

‘‘We are only a small part of the 

Universe. When we inculcate correct values 

then we become successful.  Success is not 

achieved just by ranking.’

Dhruba Hazarika
Secretary ,

Tourism and Transport Departments

‘‘It is a very good that soft power is getting 
so much attention. If we can inculcate the 
habit of using soft power, hard power will 

automatically wane.’’ 

Dipak Chakravarty
Managing Director,
Numaligarh Refinery

‘‘I choose to live in India to participate 

in its renewal especially with the Indian
youth who are emerging as new 

role models.’’

Frederic Labarthe
Founder, UNESCO Centre

for International Education, Vietnam

‘‘I was surprised that the emphasis was on 

soft power and we were talking about our 

inner power. Ultimately introspecting about 

our inner self will lead us to other aspects 
of  power.’’

Prof. Gautam Barua
Director,
Indian Institute of Technology 

‘‘ The session was very introspective, 

phenomenally well organised and very 
useful in life.’’

Gyanendra Dev Tripathi
Secretary of Home,

Political & Border Areas Dept



Dr. Harsha Bhattacharjee
Founder Medical Director,
Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya

J. N. Choudhury
Director General of Police

‘‘FOP has provided a facility to discover 

ourselves. The leadership we learned about 

here is about believing others, inspiring 

colleagues and working together.’’

 Jeetendra Singh
Head, Environment Division,
Assam Science Technology &
Environment Council

‘‘Whatever we do needs to be for our 

common benefit and not merely for selfish 

motives.  We need to fill with knowledge, 

virtues and divine power to use power for the 

benefit of others.’’

BK Kabita
In-charge,

 Tripura & Bangladesh

‘‘Power is the capacity to change things in a 

positive direction, for the better, for the 

maximum number, in a positive direction.’’

Moloy Bora
Joint Secretary,
Guwahati Development Department

‘‘ I felt as if I was in a different world. I 

was able to think about my mind, my 

individuality, my responsibility to the 
society and spirituality. It was rejuvenating.’’

 N. N. Dutta
Managing Director,

Down Town Hospital

‘‘Power is the ability to generate good ideas 

and morals, rational and perspective ideas 

and disseminate this innovating thinking 

through proper channels.’’

Dr. Nirada Devi
Principal,
Cotton College

‘‘I have been touched by the bhavna of the 
people living in Assam. Bhavna needs to be 
preserved and cultivated throughout India’’ 

Nizar Juma

Initiator, Future of Power

Industrialist, Kenya



‘‘Our country has great knowledge in our 

ancient scriptures and now we are coming 

back to this. We should exercise this power 
of knowledge which does not destroy but 

creates.’’

Prof. Okhil Kumar Medhi
 Vice- Chancellor,
Guwahati University

 ‘‘I really feel I should change myself - to 

direct my life towards a powerful future. 
I came into this world for a special reason. 

We see ego in everyone’s eyes which 
kills everyone.’’

Pawan Kuma Soni
Industrialist,

Bharat Vikash Ratan Awardee

‘‘External power is dependent on other things, 

but internal power is our own. We who are at 

the helm of affairs are more enlightened now.’’

Pradyut Kumar Goswami
Vice Chancellor,
Assam Science and Technology University

‘We understand that power lies within. 

Coercive power is dangerous for the society 
and should be avoided. We need to use soft 

power instead.’’

Pranati Bhuyan
Assistant Commissioner,

Sales Tax Department

‘‘Whatever we do should not hurt the 

younger generation. We should be powerful 

enough to be transparent, honest and good 

and to teach self respect and non-violence.’

’Pranjal Saikia
Film Actor 

Member, Assam State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights

‘‘Our inner power can influence people and 

affect the future of humankind and the 

planet. Many forces are at work that could 

decide our existence. The way I think is 
most important.’’

R. N. Goswami
Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Science,
Assam Agricultural University

‘‘I have a better understanding of the 

word power and what it implies. Many 

misunderstandings have cleared.  All 

responsibilities should be value based.’’ 

Purabi Sonowal 
Project Director,

Assam State AIDS Control Society

R. S. Virdi
General Manager,

Northeast Frontier Railway



‘‘When I have positional power I have more 

responsibility. This should be used to benefit 

society. It is not the power of force but 

internal power which sustains the future.’’ 

S. C. Das
Chairman,
Assam State Electricity Board

‘‘Combining wisdom and character will 
empower us to make a place in the heart and 

mind of everyone. I cherish such a future 
of power.’’ 

Prof. Sangeeta Tripathi
Dean - Academics and

Administration, NERIM

‘‘My perception and understanding of power 

has changed through self introspection. 

When we know about ourselves we can help 

others to grow.’’ 

Sanjay Dixit
Deputy GM - Alternate Channels &
Payments, State Bank of India

‘‘ I have experience of positional power but 

today I came to know about real power. 
There are lots of values attached to power. 

It’s a good learning experience for me.’’

Sanjive Narain
Managing Director,

Purbanchal Communication & Prag Channel

‘‘It  was very helpful for introspection, to get 

a clear idea of life, filter some of our own 

ideas, rationalize some of our behavior and 

discard some of our thinking. It was an 

intellectual exposure.’’

Santikam Hazarika
Chairman, Board of Secondary Education

‘‘We are concerned about the availibility 

of electrical power but is not spiritual power 

equally important for us?’’

Sheela Didi
Sub-Zonal In-Charge ,

Brahma Kumaris

‘‘I believe in empathy not only sympathy. 
The process allowed us to go very deep. 

Silent, deep thinking has great meaning 
and is result oriented.’’

 Shyam Bhadra Medhi
Human Rights Educator,
Social Science Research Scholar

‘‘Power is the ability to generate good 
ideas and morals, rational and perspective 

ideas and disseminate this innovating 
thinking through proper channels.’’

Ujjal Chakravarty
MD, East End Nursing Home & Research 

Institute



Forty leaders from Assam gathered at the Taj Hotel for a very rich dialogue, facilitated by Mr 
Frederic Labarthe from France.  An emerging voice from our FOP participants that 'soft power' can 
not only be used to lead a nation but may be the only way to lead.  
With regard to the process, Mr B P Bajaj expressed, "We cannot change the future but we can change 
habits which will change our future. This programme motivates us to change habits. Rather than 
being for enlightened leaders, it actually enlightens leaders!" Others shared their insights on 
power, Mr Dipak Chakravorty: "If we can inculcate the habit of using soft power, hard power will 
automatically wane.”
On Sunday, 18th November there was a programme held at the Pragjyoti ITA Cultural Complex. 
During the Talk Show, hosted by Anthony Phelips, participants explored: What values are most 
necessary in India for her to lead the world? Which values does India need to inculcate in order to 
become fully functional? Prof. Goutam Barua responded by saying, "Zeal and enthusiasm help us to 
move forward. We explored how our inner power can be enhanced, how we got inspired and inspire 
others. Power can be enhanced by example and by giving respect."  Nirada Devi shared her 
experience of the dialogue, "For the progress of the country and our community to be powerful, we 
must use soft power. Hard power is instant but counterproductive. Each of us have to lead the next 
generation.” Betty Steinhauer from Canada had a very clear message, "Never leave your family 
values of loyalty, love and trust. The love and care that happens here does not happen in the West. I 
was impressed seeing senior citizens surrounded by and taken care of by their extended families.”
Santosh Didi, Zonal Co-ordinator for Maharashtra and Goa shared spiritual wisdom coming from 
her 50 years practice of meditation, "By seeing the power of science, we seemed to have forgotten 
the real power. Science has made physical distances shorter but not the distance between the 
hearts."
The Governor of Assam,  "Power is usually considered political, financial, etc. and is generally 
misused for personal reasons.  But actually it is shakti, spiritual power, upholding dharma or 
righteousness. ."

Guwahati Future of Power, 17-18th November, 2012





Future of Power Dialogue, Guwahati, 17th November 2012

Standing: Dr Ujjal Chakraborty (MD, East End Nursing Home), Binanda Kumar Gogoi (Former Diplomat, Indian 

Foreign Service), Santikam Hazarika (Chairman, Board of Secondary Education), Shyam Bhadra Medhi (Human 

Rights Educator), Dr Harsha Bhattacharjee (Medical Director, Sri Sankardeva Netralaya), Dr NN Dutta (MD, Down 

Town Hospital), Prof Goutam Barua (Director, IIT), Prof Pradyut  Kumar Goswami (VC, Assam Science & Technology 

University), R.S.Virdi (GM, NE Frontier  Railway), Biswadip Barooah (CEO, IITG-Technology Incubation Centre), 

Anthony Phelips (Strategic Marketing Consultant, uk), Sanjay Dixit (Dy GM, SBI), Sanjive Narain (MD, Prag Channel), 

Frederic Labarthe (Founder, UNESCO Centre for International Education, Vietnam), SC Das (Chairman, Assam State 

Electricity Board), Dhruba Hazarika (Secretary, Tourism & Transport Dept), Gyanendra Dev Tripathi (Secretary of 

Home, Political & Border Areas Dept), Anupam Bardoloi (Corporate GM, India Carbon), Jaideep Baruah (Head, 

Environmental Division, Assam Science Technology & Environment Council), Ashok Anand Singhal (VC, Hills Cement 

Company),  D.P. Bajaj (President, Assam Pharmaceutical Association), Pawan Kumar Soni (Industrialist), Moloy Bora 

(Joint Secretary, Guwahati Development Department), Pranjal Saikia (Actor).

Sitting: Nirada Devi (Principal, Cotton College), Betty Steinhauer, UK (Chairperson, People Bridge Charitable 

Foundation, Canada), Purabi Sonowal (Project Director, Assam State AIDS Control Society), Pranati Bhuyan (Asst 

Commissioner, Sales Tax Department), Indira Bardoloi (Principal, Handique Girls College), Sheela Didi (BK Sub-Zone 

In-charge, NE India), Nizar Juma (Industrialist, Kenya), Santosh Didi (BK Zonal In-Charge Maharashtra & Andhra) 

Pradesh), Sangeeta Tripahi (Dean, Academic & Administration, NERIM), Chinmayee Bhyan Bardoloi (Lawyer 

Supreme Court ), Kabita Didi (In-Charge of Tripura & Bangladesh), Maureen Chen, Ausrtralia (FOP).
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